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That is a direct quote from the Presi-

dent of the United States. There is ab-
solutely no economic justification for 
insisting on a debt limit increase that 
brings us through the next election. It 
is not the beginning of a fiscal year. It 
is not the beginning of a calendar year. 
Based on his own words, it is hard to 
conclude that this request has to do 
with anything, in fact, other than the 
President’s reelection. 

Look, Congress has raised the Fed-
eral debt limit 62 times since 1972. The 
average length of an increase over that 
period is just over 7 months. But now 
the President says it has to be nearly 2 
years. Why? So he can continue to 
spend as he pleases. 

This weekend, we offered the Presi-
dent a bipartisan proposal to avoid de-
fault so we could have the time we 
need to put together a serious plan for 
getting our house in order, and he re-
jected it out of hand—not for economic 
reasons, understand, but, as he put it, 
‘‘to extend this debt ceiling through 
the next election.’’ 

Time is running out. With all due re-
spect to the President, we have more 
important issues to worry about than 
getting through the next election. 

A bipartisan plan to resolve this cri-
sis was literally within our reach this 
weekend. The President has to know 
this approach is the responsible path 
forward, and we ought to put it back on 
the table. 

Congressional leaders of both parties 
have shown they are willing to work in 
good faith. I suggest the President re-
consider their offer rather than veto 
the country into default. 

I yield the floor. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, leader-
ship time is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senate will now be in a pe-
riod of morning business until 4:30 
p.m., with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

The Senator from Minnesota is rec-
ognized. 

f 

NORWAY TERRORIST ATTACK 

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I 
rise to share my deepest sympathies 
for the people of Norway who, as my 
colleagues know, experienced a des-
picable terrorist act this past Friday, 
July 22. 

In the Senate, I represent the State 
of Minnesota. It is a State that has the 
largest number of people of Norwegian 
heritage outside the country of Norway 
itself. 

The influence of Norwegian culture 
can be found throughout our State, and 
the bonds between Norway and Min-
nesota continue to be incredibly strong 

to this day. That is why the shock of 
Friday’s violence hit us so close to 
home. 

This past weekend, I joined Minneso-
tans and the whole world in offering 
our country’s prayers and sympathy to 
the people of Norway. I attended a me-
morial service at the Mindekirke Nor-
wegian Lutheran Memorial Church in 
Minneapolis, where hundreds of people 
of Norwegian heritage gathered to go 
to mourn their loss. 

It is especially heartbreaking that a 
mass murder such as this would take 
place in a country such as Norway. The 
world knows Norway as a country that 
is both peaceful and peace-seeking. 

After all, Norway is home to the 
Nobel Peace Prize, and it has offered 
safe haven to refugees and the politi-
cally persecuted from all around the 
world. It just doesn’t make sense. 

I am a parent. My daughter is the 
same age as many of the young people 
who were at that camp. She was there 
with our family at the memorial serv-
ice on Sunday. The kids at this camp 
were idealistic kids. They were teen-
agers. They were at the camp because 
of their interest in their community 
and in democracy. 

It is very hard and very painful even 
to think about such a cold-blooded at-
tack and the massacre of so many in-
nocent children. It is a kind of terrible 
tragedy that puts all of us to the test. 
It tests our resilience, our trust, and 
our faith. 

On Saturday morning, I spoke with 
Ambassador Strommen, Norway’s Am-
bassador to the United States. I con-
veyed the deepest sympathies of the 
people of our State. He assured me 
that, even though this is a very dif-
ficult time, Norway is strong, the Nor-
wegian people are strong, and they will 
make it through this time of trouble 
and sorrow. 

We will stand by them. But we will 
also stand against the hate that in-
spired this action. We are starting to 
get a sense, over the last 2 days, of 
what motivated this madman. We 
know now that while most of the peo-
ple attacked were native Norwegians, 
there were also people from other coun-
tries, immigrants to Norway, new citi-
zens there. 

We all need to remember that my 
State was originally settled by Nor-
wegians, Swedes, Danes, and Germans, 
but we also remember there were other 
waves of immigrants who came too, in-
cluding Slovenians, such as my rel-
atives, as well as people from Poland, 
Russia, and most recently in Min-
nesota the Hmong people have a major 
presence, as well as people from Soma-
lia. We must remember what made our 
State, our country, and Norway such 
vibrant places for democracy is that 
openness, that freedom, and it is that 
tolerance. 

I reminded my friends at the Nor-
wegian church on Sunday morning of 
something President Clinton actually 
said after the Oklahoma City bombing, 
when he spoke at that memorial. He 
said this: 

Let us let our own children know that we 
will stand against the forces of fear. When 
there is talk of hatred, let us stand up and 
talk against it. When there is talk of vio-
lence, let us stand up and talk against it. 

I call on my colleagues to stand true 
to those words. We will continue to 
confront the forces of fear and hatred 
with that same spirit of faith, toler-
ance, and good will. Let us continue to 
stand strong in support of our allies 
and friends in Norway. Today, our 
thoughts and prayers are with them. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Arizona. 

Mr. KYL. Mr. President, let me asso-
ciate myself with the remarks of the 
Senator from Minnesota. My wife and I 
traveled to Oslo, Norway, a few years 
ago and were deeply touched by the 
hospitality of the people there and the 
peacefulness of the country. It is al-
most too much to bear to think about 
what they have gone through as a re-
sult of this recent tragedy. I appreciate 
her remarks. 

f 

REMEMBRANCE OF FALLEN 
OFFICERS 

Mr. KYL. Mr. President, the majority 
and minority leaders talked about the 
sacrifice of two of our Capitol police of-
ficers who died in the line of duty pro-
tecting people here at the Capitol and 
our remembrance of them on this day. 
The Chaplain also prayed that we re-
member their sacrifice. 

I think it is important for us to 
pause in circumstances such as this, es-
pecially when we are involved in such 
deeply divided discussions about the 
issues of the day that confront us. 

f 

DEBT CEILING 

Mr. KYL. Mr. President, I also 
thought it interesting that, regarding 
the issues we are debating that so deep-
ly divide us, a Wall Street Journal op- 
ed today appeared, which is one of 
those rare times when the author puts 
into a much larger perspective, a more 
cosmic perspective, what we are talk-
ing about and puts it in moral terms— 
long-term moral terms—rather than 
just Democrats versus Republicans and 
the fight of the day. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that this article be printed in the 
RECORD after my remarks. It is written 
by Arthur C. Brooks and is called ‘‘The 
Debt Ceiling and the Pursuit of Happi-
ness.’’ 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

(See exhibit 1.) 
Mr. KYL. Arthur Brooks is the head 

of AEI, American Enterprise Institute, 
and he has written on the subject of 
happiness in our country and how we 
get there. His most recent book is 
called ‘‘The Battle: How the Fight Be-
tween Free Enterprise and Big Govern-
ment Will Shape America’s Future.’’ 

His theme in this article was similar 
to the one in the book, which is that 
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